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Chapter  7

Inventory of California’s Groundwater
Information
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Chapter 7
Inventory of California’s Groundwater Information

The groundwater information in this chapter summarizes the available information on statewide and regional
groundwater issues.  For more detailed information on specific groundwater basins see the supplement to this
report that is available on the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) website,
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/groundwater/118index.htm.  See Appendix A for information on
accessing individual basin descriptions and the map delineating California’s groundwater basins.

Statewide Groundwater Information
There is a large amount of data available for many of the State’s most heavily developed groundwater basins.
Conversely, there is relatively little data available on groundwater in the undeveloped areas.  The information
in this report is generally limited to a compilation of the information readily available to DWR staff and may
not include the most up-to-date data generated by studies that have been completed recently by water
management agencies.  For this reason, the collection of additional, more recent data on groundwater basins
should be continued and integrated into the basin descriptions.  Statewide summaries are included below.

Groundwater Basins
There are currently 431 groundwater basins delineated, underlying about 40 percent of the surface area of the
State.  Of those, 24 basins are subdivided into a total of 108 subbasins, giving a total of 515 distinct
groundwater systems described in this report (Figure 20).  Basin delineation methods are described in
Appendix G.  Additionally, many of the subbasin boundaries were developed or modified with public input,
but little physical data.  These boundaries should not be considered as precisely defining a groundwater basin
boundary; the determination of whether any particular area lies within a groundwater basin boundary should
be determined only after detailed local study.

Groundwater basin and subbasin boundaries shown on the map included with this bulletin are based on
evaluation of the best available information.  In basins where many studies have been completed and the
basin has been operated for a number of years, the basin response is fairly well understood and the
boundaries are fairly well defined.  Even in these basins, however, there are many unknowns and changes in
boundaries may result as more information about the basin is collected and evaluated.

Groundwater Budgets
Rather than simply providing all groundwater budget data collected during this update, the budget
information was classified into one of three categories indicating the relative level of detail of information
available.  These categories, types A, B, and C, are discussed in Box R, “Explanation of Groundwater Data
Tables.”  A type A budget indicates that much of the information needed to characterize the groundwater
budget for the basin or subbasin was available.  DWR staff did not verify these type A budgets, so DWR
cannot address the accuracy of the data provided by them.  Type B indicates that enough data are available to
estimate the groundwater extraction to meet local water use needs.  This is useful in understanding the
reliance of a particular area on groundwater.  Type C indicates a low level of knowledge of any of the budget
components for the area.

Figure 21 depicts where these type A, B, and C budgets occur.  In general, there is a greater level of
understanding (type A or B) in the more heavily developed areas in terms of groundwater use.  These include
the Central Valley and South Coast.  The lowest level of knowledge of groundwater budget data is in the
southeast desert area.  A discussion of groundwater use in each region is included below.
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Box Q  How Does the Information in This Report Relate to the Recently Enacted Laws
Senate Bill 221 and Senate Bill 610 (2002)?

Recently enacted legislation requires developers of certain new housing projects to
demonstrate an available water supply for that development.  If a part of that proposed water
supply is groundwater, urban water suppliers must provide additional information on the
availability of an adequate supply of groundwater to meet the projected demand and show that
they have the legal right to extract that amount of groundwater.  SB 610 (2002) amended the
Water Code to require, among other things, the following information (Section 10631(b)(2)):

For basins that have not been adjudicated, information as to whether the department has
identified the basin or basins as overdrafted or has projected that the basin will become
overdrafted if present management conditions continue, in the most current official
departmental bulletin that characterizes the condition of the groundwater basin, and a
detailed description of the efforts being undertaken by the urban water supplier to
eliminate the long-term overdraft condition.

The hydrogeologic information contained in the basin descriptions that supplement this update
of Bulletin 118 includes only the information that was available in California Department of
Water Resources (DWR) files through reference searches and through limited contact with local
agencies.  Local agencies may have conducted more recent studies that have generated
additional information about water budgets and aquifer characteristics.  Unless the agency
notified DWR, or provided a copy of the recent reports to DWR staff, that recent information
has not been included in the basin descriptions.  Therefore, although SB 610 refers to
groundwater basins identified as overdrafted in Bulletin 118, it would be prudent for local water
suppliers to evaluate the potential for overdraft of any basin included as a part of a water
supply assessment.

Persons interested in collecting groundwater information in accordance with the Water Code as
amended by SB 221 and SB 610 may start with the information in Bulletin 118, but should
follow up by consulting the references listed for each basin and contacting local water
agencies to obtain any new information that is available.  Otherwise, evaluation of available
groundwater resources as mandated by SB 221 and SB 610 may not be using the most
complete and recent information about water budgets and aquifer characteristics.
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Figure 20  Groundwater basins and subbasins
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Figure 21 Basin and subbasin groundwater budget types
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Box R  Explanation of  Groundwater Data Tables

A groundwater data table for each hydrologic region is included at the end of each hydrologic region
section in Chapter 7.  The tables include the following information:

Basin/Subbasin Number. The basin numbering format is x-xxx.xx.  The first number in the sequence
assigns the basin to one of the nine Regional Water Quality Control Board boundaries.  The second
number is the groundwater basin number.  Any number following the decimal identifies that the
groundwater basin has been further divided into subbasins.  Reevaluation of available hydrogeologic
information resulted in the deletion of some basins and subbasins identified in Bulletins 118-75 and 118-
80.  Because of this, there are some gaps in the sequence of basin numbers in this report.  The methods
used for developing the current groundwater basin maps are discussed in Appendix H.  The names and
numbers of the basins deleted, along with any comments related to their elimination are included in the
appropriate region in Chapter 7.  Previously unidentified groundwater basins or subbasins that were
delineated during this update are assigned new identification numbers that sequentially follow the last
number used in Bulletin 118-80 for groundwater basins or subbasins.

Basin or Subbasin Name. Basin names are based on published and unpublished reports, topographic
maps, and local terminology.  Names of more recently delineated basins or subbasins are based on the
principal geographic feature, which in most cases corresponds to the name of a valley.  In the case of a
subbasin, its formal name should include the name of the basin (for example, Sacramento Valley
Groundwater Basin, North American Subbasin).  However, both locally and informally, the term subbasin is
used interchangeably with basin (for example, North American Basin).

Area. The area for each basin or subbasin is presented in acres rounded to three significant figures (for
example, 147,148 acres was rounded to 147,000 acres).  The area describes only the upper surface or
map view of a basin.  The basin underlies the area and may extend beyond the surface expression
(discussed in Chapter 6).

Groundwater Budget Type.  The type of groundwater budget information available was classified as Type
A, B, or C based on the following criteria:

Type A – indicates one of the following: (1) a groundwater budget exists for the basin or enough
components from separate studies could be combined to give a general indication of the basin’s
groundwater budget, (2) a groundwater model exists for the basin that can be used to calculate a
groundwater budget, or (3) actual groundwater extraction data exist for the basin.

Type B – indicates that a use-based estimate of groundwater extraction is calculated for the basin.  The
use-based estimate is determined by calculating the overall use from California Department of Water
Resources land use and urban water use surveys.  Known surface water supplies are then subtracted from
the total demand leaving the rest of the use to be met by groundwater extraction.

Type C – indicates that there are not enough data to provide either an estimate of the basin’s groundwater
budget or groundwater extraction from the basin.

Well Yields.  Maximum and average well yields in gallons per minute (gpm) are reported for municipal
supply and agricultural wells where available.  Most of the values reported are from initial tests reported
during construction of the well, which may not be an accurate indication of the long-term production
capacity of the wells.

Box R continued on next page
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Active Monitoring

The summary of active monitoring includes wells that are monitored for groundwater elevation or
groundwater quality within the delineated groundwater basins as of 1999.  Groundwater elevation data
collected by DWR and cooperators are available online at http://wdl.water.ca.gov.  Most of the water quality
data are for public supply wells and were provided by the California Department of Health Services (DHS).
Other groundwater level and water quality monitoring activities were reported by local agencies during this
update.  The summary indicates that there are nearly 14,000 wells monitored for groundwater levels, 10,7001

wells monitored under DHS water quality monitoring program, and 4,700 wells monitored for miscellaneous
water quality by other agencies.

1 These numbers include the wells in basins and subbasins only; throughout the entire state, DHS has responsibility for more than
16,000 public supply wells.

p

Box R  Explanation of  Groundwater Data Tables (continued)

Types of  Monitoring.  This includes monitoring of both groundwater levels and quality.  “Levels”
indicate the number of wells actively monitored without consideration of frequency.  Most wells are
monitored semi-annually, but many are monitored monthly.  “Quality” indicates the number of
wells monitored for various constituents; these could range from a grab sample taken for a field
specific conductance measurement to a full analysis of organic and inorganic constituents.  “Title
22” indicates the number of public water system wells that are actively sampled and monitored
under the direction of California Department of Health Services (DHS) Title 22 Program.

Total Dissolved Solids.  This category includes range and average values of total dissolved solids
(TDS).  This data primarily represents data from published reports.  In some cases, a range of
average TDS values is presented.
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Groundwater Quality

The summary of water quality relied heavily on data from the DHS Title 22 water quality monitoring
program.  The assessment consisted of querying the DHS database for active wells that have constituents
exceeding the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for drinking water.  Summaries of this assessment for
each of the State’s hydrologic regions (HRs) are discussed in this chapter.

DHS data are the most comprehensive statewide water quality data set available, but this data set should not
be used as a sole indicator of the groundwater quality in California.  Data from these wells are not
necessarily representative of any given basin; it only represents the quality of groundwater where a public
water supply is extracted.

Box S  What Happens When an MCL Exceedance Occurs?

All suppliers of domestic water to the public are subject to regulations adopted by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency under the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.) as well
as by the California Department of Health Services under the California Safe Drinking Water Plan Act
(Health and Safety Code §§ 116270-116750).

These regulations include primary drinking water standards that establish maximum contaminant
levels (MCLs) for inorganic and organic chemicals and radioactivity.  MCLs are based on health
protection, technical feasibility, and economic factors.

California requires public water systems to sample their drinking water sources, analyze for
regulated contaminants, and determine compliance with the MCLs on a regular basis.  Sampling
frequency depends on the contaminant, type of water source, and previous sampling results;
frequency can range from monthly to once every nine years, or none at all if sampling is waived
because the source is not vulnerable to the contaminant.

Primary MCLs are enforceable standards.  In California, compliance is usually determined at the
wellhead or the surface water intake.  To meet water quality standards and comply with regulations,
a water system with a contaminant exceeding an MCL must notify the public and remove the source
from service or initiate a process and schedule to install treatment for removing the contaminant.

Notification requirements reflect the severity of the associated health risks; immediate health
concerns prompt immediate notice to consumers.  Violations that do not pose a significant health
concern may use a less immediate notification process.  In addition to consumer notification, a water
system is required by statute to notify the local governing body (for example, city council or county
board of supervisors) whenever a drinking water well exceeds an MCL, even if the well is taken out
of service.

Detections of regulated contaminants (and certain unregulated contaminants) must also be reported
to consumers in the water system’s annual Consumer Confidence Report.
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The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC 2001) issued a report that concludes California’s
groundwater  resources face a serious long-term threat from contamination.  Despite heavy reliance on
groundwater, no comprehensive statewide assessments of groundwater quality were available. In response to
the NRDC report, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is planning a comprehensive
assessment of the State’s groundwater quality.  This program is discussed in Chapter 4, in the section titled
“Groundwater Quality Monitoring Act of 2001 (AB 599).”

Regional Groundwater Use
The importance of groundwater as a resource varies regionally throughout the State.  For planning purposes,
DWR divides California into 10 hydrologic regions (HRs), which correspond to the State’s major drainage
areas.  HR boundaries are shown in Figure 22.  A review of average water year supplies from the California
Water Plan (DWR 1998) shows the importance of groundwater as a local supply for agricultural and
municipal use throughout the State and in each of California’s 10 HRs (Table 12 and Figure 23).

Table 12  Annual agricultural and municipal water demands
met by groundwater

Demand met by Demand met by
Total Demand Volume Groundwater Groundwater

Hydrologic region (TAF) (TAF) (%)
North Coast 1063 263 25

San Francisco Bay 1353 68 5

Central Coast 1263 1045 83

South Coast 5124 1177 23

Sacramento River 8720 2672 31

San Joaquin River 7361 2195 30

Tulare Lake 10556 4340 41

North Lahontan 568 157 28

South Lahontan 480 239 50

Colorado River 4467 337 8

Source: DWR 1998

With more than 80 percent of demand met by groundwater, the Central Coast HR is heavily reliant on
groundwater to meet its local needs.  The Tulare Lake and South Lahontan HRs meet more than 40 percent of
their local demand from groundwater.  The South Coast, North Coast, North Lahontan, San Joaquin River,
and Sacramento River HRs take between 20 and 40 percent of their supply from groundwater.  Groundwater
is a relatively minor source of supply in the San Francisco Bay and Colorado River HRs.

Of all the groundwater extracted annually in the state, an estimated 35 percent is produced from the Tulare
Lake HR.  More than 70 percent of groundwater extraction occurs in the Central Valley (Tulare Lake, San
Joaquin River, and Sacramento River HRs combined).  Nearly 20 percent is extracted in the highly urbanized
South Coast and Central Coast HRs, while less than 10 percent is extracted in the remaining five HRs
combined.
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Figure 22  California’s 10 hydrologic regions
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Figure 23  Agricultural and urban demand supplied by groundwater in each hydrologic region
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The remainder of this chapter provides a summary of each of the 10 HRs.  A basin location map for each HR
is followed by a brief discussion of groundwater occurrence and groundwater conditions.  A summary
tabulation of groundwater information for each groundwater basin within the HR is provided.  Greater detail
for the data presented in these tables, including a bibliography, is provided in the individual basin/subbasin
descriptions in the supplemental report (see Appendix A).  Because the groundwater basin numbers are based
on the boundaries of the State’s nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCB), Figure 24 shows the
relationship between the Regional Board boundaries and DWR’s HR boundaries.

The groundwater basin tabulations give an overview of available data.  Where a basin is divided into
subbasins, only the information for the subbasins is provided.  The data for each subbasin generally come
from different sources, so it is inappropriate to sum the data into a larger basin summary.  An explanation of
each of the data items presented in the summary table is provided in Box R.
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Figure 24  Regional Water Quality Control Board regions and Department of
Water Resources hydrologic regions
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North Coast Hydrologic Region




